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with it the sweeping removals from office which
Mr. Webster strongly denounced. At the same
time he was not led into the partisan absurdity of
denying the President's power of removal, and
held to the impregnable position of steady resist-
ance to the evils of patronage, which could be
cured only by the operation of an enlightened
public sentiment. It is obvious now that, in the
midst of all this agitation about other matters,
Mr. Calhoun and the South Carolinians never lost
sight of the conflict for which they were prepar-
ing, and that they were on the alert to bring nulli-
fication to the front in a more menacing and
pronounced fashion than had yet been attempted.

The grand assault was finally made in the Sen-
ate, under the eye of the great nullifier, who then
occupied the chair of the Vice-President, and
came in an unexpected way. In December, 1829,
Mr. Foote of Connecticut introduced a harmless
resolution of inquiry respecting the sales and sur-
veys of the Western lands. In the long-drawn
debate which ensued, General Hayne of South
Carolina, on January 19, 1830, made an elaborate
attack on the New England States. He accused
them of a desire to check the growth of the West;
in the interests of the protective policy, and tried
to show the sympathy which should exist between,
the West and South, and lead them to make conv
mon cause against the tariff. Mr. Webster felt
that this attack could not be left unanswered, an<|